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Jan.3, 1950
Bethesda

Dear Dop and Helen, A

It is the first day cf Laurende’s retum to the "office",
and although he will be coming home in a few minutes, I may be -
able Lo gob & little of this letter writien before he comed back.
He expiained sadly to his two esnimals that he wouldn't be able
1o take them for rides thie morning,as he usually did during his
vacation, and that they would have o amuse themselves guietly
during his absences. I told him his Abueltio Campbell is an elec=
trifal enzineer in order to impres ymxx him, and he was sultably
impreased, although I know perfectly well he hopes you drive a
eleetric train, so in a way I suppose it's cheating slizhtly.

But since he has been an electric train himeelf for some days

now, 1 couldn't resist the temptation. ide asked me 1f you wore

a dlesel engineer also, but I told hiam I wasn'i sure. When he is
an electric engire, he ehats nothing bubt electirié current, and when
he is a diesel he will have nothing but dicsel fuel at nis nmeals.
He wrote hou the enclsed letter on New Ycar's Day, and then, 28 I
have noted; he had qualms about its contents. ' g

i L pl&h tc_bé a>very busy woman for the next few weeksa:

my first problem is going to be getting the boy in public school
next fall. Montgomery Lounty says they may not enter kindsrgatten
‘BmEkEiY unless they sre five years old on or before the 30th of _
November. Mrs, Rowse tells me that she mad a friend whose daughter
wag in the same ¢lass as L.J., 1.6., five a few days after the
deadline. The mother thought the child was ready for schocl, said

go 1o the appropriste auvthorities, and the authorities sent round

& sort of iInspector, who stayed with the child for an hour 2nd a
half, and emerged with the report tht the c¢hild was indsed ready
for kindergarien, and an exception was made in her case. I want .
to do the same thinz with L.J., and I plan to present the foliowing
arguments to back up my case: 1) We sre in the Foreign Service,

and thils may be the laat chance L.J. will have of going tc an Ameri-
can public School, We want him to have as much puviic schocl in the
U.3., a5 he can possibly g?ve for that resson, “e may be transferred
sometime in 195¢ for 195¥,” and thereby lose our chance to send him,
It ie lmportant for F.S. children to get & grounding in American
ways while they are young and impressionsble, 2) although he will

be younger than most of the ehildren who enter next 7all, F.g. life
is 50 changeable that Dy the time he is In the slghih grade or so

he will probably have lost considersble school time due to having

to leave posts in the miidle of the school year, and therefore will
undoubtedly not end up his academic career any younger than the rest
¢f his class. 3) he has been to aurery echool for a year, and will
not find school life such an abrupt ccntrast as some older c¢hildren
will kho haven't been to school at all on entering kindergarten.

4) I want to have him Intelligent Quotient made, by some child
psychologlst whose methods are approved by MQntgomery County and
whose word the school authorities here will take. I want this done
not only in order to flash it at the Inspector {since I am serenely
sure L.J. will come cubt very well) but alsc for my own information.
If, as 1 am confident, he has a high I.Q., it should influence
their discision somewhat, although I imagine his emctional matur- :
ity would be just as bi% a question. If they are maklhg any exception
at all, I hope they will in hils case. e A
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Another feature of the near future will be a short, very
ghort 18m afraid, visit from Grandpa Krieg, Who has announced
he may ccme to see us for a few days before Willlam leaves. We
had a letter from Janile who mentioned that he had written her
saying he planned to come here "in January . I hope he will
goag in January for various reasons: 1) because I should like
te 4o some intensivs sprin% cleaning in kebruary.2) because I -
ghould like him to come before you arrive. #lthough it would
a nige if you could meet him, I think he could be given a
vetier welcoming "treatment" if he were the only visitor at
the time. #lthough he is really a very sweet and sentimental -
man, he doesn't know how to act with small children, and in
fact he scared L.J, half to death in 1948 when we visited New=
ark., I don't think Laurence will be as easily scared this tlime,
and vwhat's more he will 'be on his own home grounds this time,
but you mnever can tell, In any case, for Grandpa Krieg's own
gake I think it would be better if he were here first, and
befors you come, so0 L.J. and the rest of us can devote our
entire attention to him. I'm afraid that if you and Grandpe :

rieg were to approach L.J. gimultaneously, poor Grendpes Krieg
would be put in the shade by your notoriously successful
personality. Naturzlly I can't tell Grandpa Krieg that, mor
can 1 mention that I have spring c¢leaning te Go %which.might
paxe him feel he wasn't as welcome as he really is) so the
problem. willi be assuring him that while we are anxious for
him to coms at any tixe he 1le able, we would yrefer January.
The problem 1s further complicated by our desire that Sarsh

{his wife) not come, and the difficulty of comrunicating with
Grandpa Kriés without hurting Sarah's feelings, which are of
the type to be struck mortal blows by feathers. I think we will
golve the proolem vest by having william call him on the telephona
some time when he 1s working in the store, and ask him when wa
may start preparing the fatted & calf. I don't actuarlly think
Sarah has any idea of coming horself because she teaches school
now, but we couldn't write and beg Grandpa Krieg to come without
asking her to ¢ aue also. & very delicate sitiatlon. I'm sorry -
tc say bthat Sarah is a most antlipatica person indeed, end that
‘is one of the reasons we want to give Graudpa Krieg tne vest
peesible time while he 1is here~ he has 2 hard time of it at home.

we had the Kuhlmanns and tke Manns over on Friday before
‘New Year's Eve. Thene's mother is down from lich@men to help out,
and she cume also. ‘I thought the poor things were probably due
for a little time out from their awful worries over litile Kay
anra's poclio, and since she has been in the hospital for asveral
weeks now, they can only sit at howe and brood about it without
being able to halp her in the least. kra. Kuhlmann Sr. 1s a cheer=
ful person, and I could tell her coming had made things a little
brighter for Alice and especially for their little boy (aged three)
who did not get pollo at all., In any case, the danns cane also 4o
help us cheer up the Kuhlmanns. They were happy in a way, because
the dogtors aax Kay Anna is doling beautifullﬁ_and will not be at
gll crippled. *utb she will have to stay in the hospital for two ox
three more months for treatments, nonetheless. “hey cen only see.
her twice a week. Lfhey had just learned, to their great rellef,
that the polio foundation will pay all doctor and hospital bills.
For a young couple on a smellish salary, vhat was the best possible

news after Kay Anna's recovery. .
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As planned, we spent New Year's Eve with Jane Dawson. L.J. had
teo come along because at the last minute my sitter decided to go
cui for the evenlng herself. He was delighted, however, and behavsd
excellently, going right to sleep in Jane's bed (along with Whitey,
Brownie, and the sucking cloth). I borught along the ham I had
bakad for the Kuhlmanns, and we had a féast about midnight. “he
Mills kindly came also, although they had feared thelr twins*
wouldn't have dutes end thekafors that they would be unable to
g¢ out themselves. +he Mllls are two fine people, solidly good i
%0 the core, HF whom enough pralse pssitively can't be utiered,
We talked and talked, just as we used to do in the old days, and
after the [Hills went home we talked and talked some more. Jane
is lonely, naturally, and misses having grown-ups to talk to.
But_she 18 an independent character, and doecn't want anyone to
feel sorry for her. Inspite of her general cheerfulness, however,
it's hérd not tc¢ feel serry for her situation, at least. She 1s
flerce in Allan's defence, as shs a&ould be. I hope she will soon
feel able %o go to parties withcut inhibitions, because as I say
she 1s lonely, and fundamentally a sociakls person. Going out would
do her a world of good. But sh® is also somewhat conventional, and
wouldn't think of golng to & real party yet. '

Dear fatner, I have a plan for'makiné your stay in Washington
not only ornamsnial, but also useful. I hope you will not think
it is an overly ambitius schems, and that you will be kind enough
to glve the matlter scume consideration before you arrive here: it
is (h&t you should teach me how Lo drive! I have been anxious to
ie¢arn ever since, Il retuimed to the U.3., but after looking into
the avallable driving schools, I find that there are none within
reascnablie distance. My thought was that you could do one of two
thinse, 1f you care to, or none if you den't like either of the
alternaiives. You could either drive me over tc Pilver Springg.
whnere Lhere 1o & oprofessiona. driving school, or else teach us
yourgelf. As 1t now is, I can't see how I shall ever be able to
leam. It ls scmehow more impkant to know how to drive in the U.S,
than 1t was elther in Carecas c¢r Lagos. 1'll soon be so-0ld and
aobt in my ways I'll be unable to learn, so carpe diem is the
motto of the day. You can think aitoul it anyway, and tell me what
you think when youarrive.

: If you haven't alrezdy dons 80, please tell me as soon as
poscible when you want to Bave u house or apartment ready for you
in this srca. It now agpears that the &lban Towers; where Jane
Dawson anl her mother and father stayed when thay first arrived
costs nine dollars a day for nothing very spectacular, and it
occurs Lo a8 that I might pul an ad in the Fost asking for a
fumished house or apertment in this neighborhood for the Munths
of March and April and May (there again you'll have to tell me).
You csould get much nearer here if you managed to zet & small
furnished house, because thcre are no apariments nesr here, ,180,
you would W&V€ wore chance of getting one for three months than
for two monthe. Also we would be pleased ithe longer you cculd
stay. In sny case, I should like to do something about 1t az soon
as possible, s0 piease send the werd posthaste. 1'd guess that a
nice, very nice, small house furnished would rent for two hurdred _
a month, versus gt least two hurdred and seventy for two booms
gcantlily fumished at the #lban Towers. However, I don't know if
we could gelt one, of course, Love,
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